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FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT BILL 2006 
Committee 

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Hon Simon O’Brien) in the chair; Hon Kim Chance (Leader of the 
House) in charge of the bill. 

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed. 

Clause 3:  Terms used in this Act - 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Hon Simon O’Brien):  Amendment 20/3 in the name of Hon Giz Watson will 
not be moved. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move - 

Page 2, after line 10 - To insert -  

 “accounts”, in paragraph (b)(i) of the definition of “officer” and in sections 56(1)(b), 63(2)(b), 
64(1)(b) and 71, has the meaning given to that term in the Auditor General Act 2006 
section 4(1); 

Amendment put and passed. 
Hon GIZ WATSON:  I move - 

Page 3, after line 7 - To insert -  

 “Joint Standing Committee on Audit” means the Joint Standing Committee on Audit or, if it 
is renamed, that committee as so renamed. 

This amendment accommodates any change to the name of the standing committee by the house. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  We have a slightly different version of the member’s amendment.  In the event that 
Hon Giz Watson’s amendment is defeated, I give notice that I will move the following amendment - 

Page 3, after line 7 - To insert -  

“Joint Standing Committee on Audit” means the joint standing committee established by the 
Houses of Parliament under the Auditor General Act 2006 section 43; 

That provides a neat tying in to what we have just done with the Auditor General Bill 2006. 

Hon GIZ WATSON:  I accept that.  I seek leave to withdraw my amendment.   

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move the alternative amendment that I have just spoken to - 

Page 3, after line 7 - To insert -  

“Joint Standing Committee on Audit” means the joint standing committee established by the 
Houses of Parliament under the Auditor General Act 2006 section 43; 

Hon GEORGE CASH:  The opposition agrees with the words proposed by the Leader of the House to be 
inserted.  

Amendment put and passed. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 

Clause 4 put and passed.  

Clause 5:  Modified application of Act for certain purposes -  

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move -  

Page 5, line 20 - To delete “regulations may provide that the administration of ” and insert instead - 

administration of each of the following 

Amendment put and passed. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move -  

Page 5, line 27 - To delete the line and insert instead -  
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is taken to constitute a department for the purposes of this Act, and the regulations may 
provide that the administration of any other body or office established under a written law 

Amendment put and passed. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move -  

Page 6, lines 1 and 2 - To delete “the subject of regulations”.  

Hon GEORGE CASH:  The opposition agrees to the deletion of these words, which is a consequential 
amendment as a result of an earlier change to this clause.  

Amendment put and passed. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 

Clauses 6 to 84 put and passed.  

Clause 85:  Review of Act -  

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move - 

Page 54, lines 4 to 7 - To delete the lines. 

This amendment is intended to achieve consistency.   

Amendment put and passed.  
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move -  

Page 54, lines 9 to 10 - To delete “the expiry of 5 years from the commencement of this Act.” and insert 
instead - 

(a) the fifth anniversary of its commencement; and 

(b) the expiry of each 5 yearly interval after that anniversary. 

Amendment put and passed. 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move - 

Page 54, line 11 - To delete “that review” and insert instead - 

a review under subsection (2) 

Page 54, line 16 - To delete “the review” and insert instead - 

a review under subsection (2) 

Amendments put and passed. 
Hon GIZ WATSON:  I move -  

Page 54, line 20 - To delete “Public Accounts Committee.” and insert instead - 

Joint Standing Committee on Audit 

Page 54, line 21 - To delete “Public Accounts Committee” and insert instead - 

Joint Standing Committee on Audit 

Page 54, lines 24 and 25 - To delete “Public Accounts Committee” and insert instead - 

Joint Standing Committee on Audit 

Page 54, line 27 - To delete “Public Accounts Committee” and insert instead - 

Joint Standing Committee on Audit 

Amendments put and passed. 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I intend to move -  

Page 54, line 30 - To insert after “Assembly” - 

and the Legislative Council  

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  Leader of the House, do you want to insert these words after or before 
“Assembly”?  

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I believe after “Assembly”, but it is a matter of -  
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Hon Ken Travers:  It is a matter of protocol. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Yes.  It is a good point. 

Hon George Cash:  It is a very important point; something the Assembly continually forgets. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I have no objection to putting the words “Legislative Council” before the word 
“Assembly”.  I move -  

Page 54, line 29 - To insert before “Legislative” - 

Legislative Council and the 

Hon GEORGE CASH:  I indicate my strong support for that amendment.  I hope that when the Legislative 
Assembly reads this bill, it understands that the protocol in this state is that the words “Legislative Council” 
appear before the words “Legislative Assembly”.  

Amendment put and passed.   
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I will not be proceeding with amendment 15/85.   

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Hon GIZ WATSON:  I will not be proceeding with amendment 33/NC41 to insert a new clause 41.  The same 
result will be achieved by the government’s proposed amendments to schedules 2 and 3.  

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  I thank the member for that indication. 

Schedule 1 put and passed. 

Schedule 2:  Modifications to the Act as to certain administrations - 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move  

Page 59, in column 2 in modified section 54(1) - To delete “Treasurer is to appoint, in writing, a person 
to be the accountable authority of an agency.” and insert instead - 

accountable authority of the agency taken to be constituted under section 5(1) by the 
administration of - 

 (a) the Legislative Assembly is the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly; or 

 (b) the Legislative Council is the Clerk of the Legislative Council; or 

 (c) the Parliamentary Services Department is the Executive Manager (however 
designated) of the Parliamentary Services Department; or 

 (d) the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrative Investigations is the chief 
executive officer of the department of the Public Service principally assisting in the 
administration of the Parliamentary Commissioner Act 1971; or 

 (e) the Information Commissioner is the chief executive officer of the department of the 
Public Service principally assisting in the administration of the Freedom of 
Information Act 1992, 

and the accountable authority of an agency taken to be constituted under section 5(1) by the 
administration of a body or office that is the subject of regulations referred to in that provision 
is the person appointed, in writing, by the Treasurer to be the accountable authority of that 
agency. 

Amendment put and passed.   
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  I believe amendment 32/S2 will also fall away.  

Hon Giz Watson:  That is correct.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move 

Page 61, at the end of the schedule - To insert -  

For the purposes of section 5(2), Part 3 Division 5 does not have effect. 

Hon GEORGE CASH:  We agree with the amendment as proposed by the Leader of the House.  However, I 
should indicate that although it was always the intention that certain agencies would be exempt from the 
requirement to enter into a resource agreement, they should be required to submit to such a proposition 
voluntarily.  I am referring in particular to the Department of the Legislative Assembly, the Department of the 
Legislative Council and the Parliamentary Services Department.  Although those particular words are not 
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contained in the amendment, I put it on record that, in my view, even though those departments will be exempt 
from this requirement, they should be encouraged to enter into such an agreement voluntarily.  If we in this 
house expect other government departments to be accountable and transparent in the receipt and expenditure of 
funds that are provided to them, that should apply equally to the Parliament.  It should be a matter of principle.  
However, because the accountability of houses of Parliament stands somewhat differently - they are not 
accountable to a specific minister as such, but usually to the Presiding Officers - there is no reason that that 
budgetary role should not also include a joint committee on audit.  I want to place on record that departments 
within the WA Parliament should not be seen to be excused from being accountable for the money they receive 
and expend.  I am very aware - it is not usual to bring the Clerks into the debate - that the Acting Clerk of the 
Legislative Council is keen that the Legislative Council in particular because that is all he can speak for, should 
be seen to be fully accountable for money it receives and expends.  In a letter to the Joint Standing Committee on 
Estimates and Financial Operations he advised the standing committee that he believed that that should be the 
existing state of affairs.  I am pleased that that is the way our administration in the Legislative Council feels 
about public moneys it receives and expends; that is, it wants to be seen to be as accountable as any other agency 
in the public service.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I welcome Hon George Cash’s comments.  That sums up exactly the government’s view 
on the matter.  The Department of Treasury and Finance encourages all agencies to comply with requirements 
and to be fully transparent in their dealings.  Our advice is that it is not necessary for that to be specifically stated 
in the legislation one way or the other.  Notwithstanding the absence of that compulsion, which might be 
available through legislation, DTF strongly advises agencies that that should be the process they follow.   

Amendment put and passed.   

Schedule, as amended, put and passed.   

Schedule 3:  Modifications to the Act as to the Office of the Auditor General - 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move - 

Page 63, in column 2 in modified section 63(2) - To delete “section 37” and insert instead - 

section 38. 

Amendment put and passed. 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I move - 

Page 63, in the last line of the schedule - To delete “section 64 does” and insert instead - 

Part 3 Division 5 and section 64 do 

Amendment put and passed. 
Hon GIZ WATSON:  I thought a further amendment was needed.  I thought for this to be effective that the 
words “the subject of regulations” needed to be deleted in clause 5(2).  Have we done that? 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  We have done that with new clause 5, which is why it does not show on the 
supplementary notice paper.  The committee agreed, on page 6, lines 1 and 2, to delete the words “the subject of 
regulations”. 

Schedule, as amended, put and passed. 

Title put and passed.  
 


